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Wow! Haven't we all come a long way to come here!  I'm very excited to be here, first of all.  When I first made the decision to come to Western Bible College I knew I wanted to go to a bible college, but I didn't know which one.  I'm sure you all have eventually come across the decision where you ask yourself, "What college am I going to go to?"  I looked all across the internet, and in various other places, reading mission statements.  As I continued to read them I asked myself, "What bible are they reading?!  These are supposed to be 'Christian' colleges, but I don't agree with their mission statement."  Finally, I decided to take the advice of a youth pastor.  He told me to look at some Assemblies of God colleges.  When I finally found Western Bible College, and read their mission statement saying, "Advancing the Kingdom of God by effectively preparing people in a Spirit driven environment," I thought, "This is the perfect college for me."  I shouted out loud with excitement, but no one else was in the room.  

 

After coming to this college I realized that this is the college that can challenge me and direct me towards God's plan for my life, for all of our lives.  Don't we all want to follow God's plan for our lives?  Some of us in here have been faithfully attending this college, and following God's plan.  In our classrooms we have seen the Holy Spirit's presence.  One of my favorite parts about attending this college is how we start class: starting it out with prayer.  Sometimes it's praying over someone who needs healing, or any other need that's in our classroom.  What is even more exciting is during the next week, or a couple weeks later, seeing that answered prayer.  I would come into these classes and I could always feel at peace, because I knew I was going to be learning and I knew the Holy Spirit's presence was always going to be there.  You could see that through (sometimes), no matter what I was going through that week, the class had something to do with that.  

 

2nd Corinthians 3:17-18 says, "Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom.  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into His likeness with ever increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit."  The Spirit is here to give us freedom.  Not to control us, but to guide us.  

 

Right now, I'd like to take a moment to thank all of the people who have contributed to Western Bible College.  First of all, to the teachers who have illuminated our minds, the students who have been open to the Holy Spirit's direction in speaking and discussing the topics in our classes, family and friends who have encouraged us to keep going even when we thought, "How am I going to finish this class?" The admin and the district and all of the staff and faculty who have been supportive of this college, and the pastors and members of our churches: we'd all like to thank them, because without their encouragement it wouldn't be as easy.  Most of all we'd like to thank God for His guidance, wisdom, peace, and even joy.  

 

Some of the things that I've learned about myself were not only in psychology classes, but also in the classes where we were studying characters.  Through the study of Paul I've learned alot about what God is calling me to do.  I know many other students have learned different things about their lives.  I've heard time and time again exclamations:  "Wow! I didn't know that!"  or "Ok, so when you say that, this means ....."  Regarding the final projects, when it gets down to those, those are sometimes the things that make us learn the most, because of the variety of them.  

 

One of the main things I've learned here is to reach the few or the many where you are, so that we can collectively spread the Gospel.  It's not just one person's job.  It's everybody's job.  God has called me to be a missionary into the world where those who believe in Jesus as less than God are.  Right now it's a time for preparation.  My car has my suitcases in it, and I have a flight tomorrow morning.  For the past two years my mission field has been here. I've worked at a restaurant.  All of us, whereever we have been working, whether it has been as a pastor at a church or in another environment, we all can minister where we are.  I've talked with co-workers, managers, and customers, while listening to them telling me, "I need prayer for (this)." or "What does (this) mean in the bible?" or "I think God's directing me in (this) way."  I'm just talking with them.  Everyone here can do that as well.  

 

Another thing I've done is just to pray for my church. I've been going to my church to pray, telling Satan he has no place there, and praying over God's will for the body.  Some of the times there has been a specific something that I would pray about. I have prayed for God's desire within the body, so that we all can be faithful.  Sometimes my prayer started out with something that had been taught in a class, and then a student went on to continue to discuss it, and then I felt that was what God wanted me to pray about for my church that week.  On the following Sunday someone would speak a prophetic message on that topic, or my pastor would speak that same message.  It all started at the college. At least that is as far back as I can track it.  Is it just coincidence?  No.  It is willing vessels doing what God has called them to do.  It's not just obedience one time.  It's obedience, after obedience, after obedience, which is faithfulness.  Will you join the faithful body?  Think about it.  In Matthew Jesus tells a parable.  Within that parable He says what we would all like to hear in the end, "Well done good and faithful servant.  You were faithful over a few things.  I will make you ruler over many things.  Enter into the joy of your Lord."

